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full potential and look forward to a pros-
perous and hopeful future.

Historically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities (HBCUs) are a source of accomplish-
ment and great pride for the African-Amer-
ican community and our entire Nation. By
fostering academic achievement, instilling
strong values and character, and equipping
students with a quality education, they pre-
pare rising generations for success and help
fulfill our country’s commitment to equal
education.

My Administration is committed to sup-
porting HBCUs and making higher edu-
cation more affordable and more accessible.
To ensure that more students have access to
a college or university education, I have re-
quested nearly $300 million for HBCUs in
my 2006 budget, a record level of funding
that would represent an increase in spending
for these institutions by 30 percent during
my Administration. Through the White
House Initiative on Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities, we are pursuing new
ways to strengthen and advance HBCUs
through endowments, faculty development,
and cooperative research.

America has made significant progress in
strengthening our higher education system
for all our citizens, and there is more work
to do. We continue to strive toward a society
in which every person can realize the great
promise of America. During National His-
torically Black Colleges and Universities
Week, we recognize the contributions of
HBCUs, and we acknowledge and celebrate
their role in making America a stronger and
better Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 11
through September 17, 2005, as National
Historically Black Colleges and Universities
Week. T call on public officials, educators,
administrators, librarians, and all the people
of the United States to observe this week
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and
activities that demonstrate our appreciation
for the many contributions these valuable in-
stitutions and their graduates have made to
our country.
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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of September, in the
year of our Lord two thousand five, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 13, 2005]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 14. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Proclamation 7928—National Days
of Prayer and Remembrance, 2005

September 9, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Americans will always remember the ter-
rible events and violent cruelty of September
11, 2001. We will always honor the many in-
nocent lives that were lost, and we will never
forget the heroism of passengers, first re-
sponders, and others on that day. During this
year’s National Days of Prayer and Remem-
brance, we pay tribute to the memory of
those taken from us in the terrorist attacks
in New York, in Pennsylvania, and at the
Pentagon. We pray for the families left be-
hind who continue to inspire us through their
steadfast character, courage, and determina-
tion.

In the time since September 11, 2001,
Americans have come together to defend
America and advance freedom. We are grate-
ful to our brave men and women in uniform
who are making daily sacrifices at home and
at posts around the globe, and we pray for
their safety as they defend our liberty. In the
war on terror, we have lost good men and
women who left our shores to protect our
way of life and did not live to make the jour-
ney home. We honor their memories, and
we pray for their families.

The war that began for America on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, continues to call on the
courage of our men and women in uniform
and the perseverance of our citizens. The
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past 4 years have brought many challenges
and sacrifices, yet we have much reason to
be thankful and hopeful about the future.
America has become more secure as terror-
ists have been brought to justice, two of the
most brutal and aggressive regimes have
ended, and freedom has spread in the Middle
East and around the world. In the months
and years ahead, we will continue to defend
our freedom and lay the foundations of peace
for our children and grandchildren.

During these Days of Prayer and Remem-
brance, we give thanks to the Almighty for
our freedom, and we acknowledge our de-
pendence on the Giver of this gift. Four years
after September 11, 2001, we remember the
lives lost and pray for God’s continued bless-
ings on their families and our Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Friday, Sep-
tember 9, through Sunday, September 11,
2005, as National Days of Prayer and Re-
membrance. I ask that the people of the
United States and places of worship mark
these National Days of Prayer and Remem-
brance with memorial services and other ap-
propriate ceremonies.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of September, in the
year of our Lord two thousand five, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 13, 2005]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 14. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.
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Proclamation 7929—Patriot Day,
2005

September 9, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Four years have passed since our country
was brutally attacked on a quiet September
morning. On that day, thousands of innocent
lives were taken from us. The victims and
the families who lost loved ones remain in
the hearts and prayers of our Nation. We also
remember the courage of the firefighters, po-
lice officers, emergency rescue personnel,
and scores of private citizens who showed
us the true meaning of heroism and dem-
onstrated our resolve to the world.

The mission that began on September 11,
2001, continues. Today, we see the virtue of
the September 11th heroes embodied in our
military personnel, who are taking the fight
to our enemies and helping to keep us safe
at home. Thousands of other Americans,
from intelligence analysts to border guards
to countless others, are doing vital work to
help defend America and prevent future at-
tacks. We are grateful to all of these men
and women and to their families for their
service and sacrifice. We honor those who
have lost their lives defending our freedom,
and we pray that God comfort their families.
We pledge that we will not rest until we have
won the war on terror.

As we mark this solemn anniversary, I call
upon all our citizens to express their patriot-
ism and their gratitude for the blessings of
liberty. By flying the flag, supporting military
families, and teaching young people about
our founding ideals, we honor the lives lost
on September 11, 2001, and since, and we
help preserve our freedom for future genera-
tions.

By a joint resolution approved December
18, 2001 (Public Law 107-89), the Congress
has designated September 11 of each year
as “Patriot Day.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim September 11, 2005, as
Patriot Day. I call upon the Governors of the
United States and the Commonwealth of



